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The State Planning Commission acknowledges  
First Nations peoples as the Traditional Custodians of 
South Australian land and waters and we extend our 

respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We value 
and recognise the ongoing cultural heritage, beliefs and 
relationship First Nations peoples have with these lands 
and waters and the continuing importance of this today.

Acknowledgment of Country
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Introduction

The Murray Mallee region, spanning about 71,000 square 
kilometres, stretches from the River Murray’s entrance point 
into the state all the way to the Lower Lakes and river mouth in 
the Coorong. The region is characterised by a diverse range of 
landscapes, ecosystems and rich cultural heritage. 

The Murray Mallee Regional Plan (the Plan) maps the government’s long-term planning 
vision for the region to 2051 and beyond. It provides governments, businesses, industry 

Source: Tourism Australia / South Australian Tourism Commission
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Key themes

People, housing and liveability
• Expanding housing supply and diversity 

population.
• 

• Addressing affordable housing 

• Ensuring housing meets the needs of 

families.
• 

and heritage identity.

Productive economy
• Strengthening primary industries like 

• Supporting the development of 

• 

• 
through investment in tourism and 

International Dark Sky Reserve.
• 

Natural resources, environment 
and landscapes
• 

• 

• Safeguarding the Murray River and 
surrounding riverine environments from 
degradation.

• 

• 

events.
• 

environment.

Transport and infrastructure
• Promoting integrated planning to ensure 

development.
• 

• 

• 

• 

Delivery and implementation
• Delivering an online platform (e.g. 

and reporting the progress of the Plan.
• 

to guide regional development and 

• 

• 
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What is the Murray Mallee Regional Plan? 

land development to support sustainable 

The State Planning Commission 
(Commission) developed the Plan using 

stakeholders in the previous engagement 

by ensuring land supply, managing 
appropriate expansion of the region’s 

a range of housing options near existing 

by various regional, state and federal 
South Australian 

2021-2025
Strategy, the Transport Strategy and the 

It is crucial that the region’s community, industry 
and stakeholders provide feedback on the draft Plan 

during the engagement period. This feedback will 
ensure that the final Plan can be best tailored to meet 

the needs and complexities of the region. 

The Plan will be finalised in late 2025.
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By 2051, the Murray Mallee is projected 
to accommodate an additional 28,000 
permanent residents. 

1

Growth over this period will 
be concentrated within the 
Regional City of Murray Bridge 
and Major Service Centres 
such as Renmark, Loxton, 
Waikerie, Mannum, Tailem Bend, 
Berri and Barmera. 

The Plan aims to future-proof the region’s 

 

support a range of household types, life 

The River Murray is the state’s primary 

biodiversity of the river and the region as a 

The Plan prioritises land use strategies 

1

interstate and international visitors. The 

A snapshot of 
the Plan 
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2 
3

4, 5 2021 Census 
6 
 

than 450 animals.2

73,000
current

population

101,000 
2051 population 

projection

13,9003

additional 
dwellings required 

by 2051

Key economic features and drivers 

Gross State Product 
The region contributes 

approximately $4.818 billion to 
South Australia’s Gross State 

Product (GSP)4  

Wine industry
Australia’s largest wine-grape 

region by tonnage, with over 
22,000 hectares of vineyards6

Agriculture
Agriculture, viticulture, meat 

processing, health, aged care, 
and social assistance are the 
region’s largest employment 

sectors5

Almonds
The Riverland accounts for over 

20% of almond plantations 
nationally

Tourism
$373 million visitor expenditure (2023). Attractions include nature-
based tourism, premium food and wine and experiences such as 

Monarto Safari Park (the largest safari park outside of Africa) and 
the Bend Motorsport Park7
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Key initiatives 
and projects 

1. High Productivity Vehicle Network 
Business Case - Department for 
Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) 

important given Murray Bridge, Tailem Bend and 

2. Greenhill Energy Riverbend  
Energy Hub  

3. River Murray International  
Dark Sky Reserve

 

4. Thinclab Loxton

and the Department of Primary Industries and Regions 

innovation and regional businesses.10

5. Project EnergyConnect

11. 

 
the grid.

 
 

10 
11 



12 Murray Mallee Regional Plan - Draft

Get involved:  
have your say

Engagement on the Plan is open for 
12 weeks until 5pm on Tuesday 17 
June 2025.

Have your say
• Visit yoursay.sa.gov.au/murray-mallee-regional-plan 

• Fill out our Easy Read survey

• Complete the online submission form

• Email plansasubmissions@sa.gov.au 

• Post your submission to: 

Need help?
Join one of our online briefing sessions 
to hear directly from our planners. 
Register at plansaevents.eventbrite.com

Visit:  
regional.plan.sa.gov.au

Email: 
PlanSA@sa.gov.au

Call: 
PlanSA Service Desk  
on 1800 752 664 

Stay updated 
Sign up for the Planning Ahead Newsletter
Follow us on Facebook, X (Twitter) and 
LinkedIn for regular updates
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Next steps

Once engagement has concluded, feedback will be collated, 
summarised and the Plan will be updated. 

The updated Plan will be provided to the Commission for 
endorsement with the final version expected to be released  
in late 2025. 

The Plan will be fully digital and accessible via the Regional 
Planning Portal. 

Source: Zoos SA/ Adrian Mann
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