
Draft Summary
February 2025



2 Limestone Coast Regional Plan - Draft



State Planning Commission3

The State Planning Commission acknowledges  
First Nations peoples as the Traditional Custodians of 
South Australian land and waters and we extend our 

respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We value 
and recognise the ongoing cultural heritage, beliefs and 
relationship First Nations peoples have with these lands 
and waters and the continuing importance of this today.

Acknowledgment of Country
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Introduction

Situated in the southeast corner of the state, the Limestone 
Coast region covers an area of 21,330 square kilometres. 
The region accommodates over 400 kilometres of coastline, 
stretching from the Coorong to the Victorian border, and covers 
the inland areas between the Ngarkat Conservation Park north 
of Keith to Port MacDonnell in the south. The rugged coastlines of 
the Southern Ocean, dormant volcanoes of the Newer Volcanics 
Province, and the highly productive agricultural lands make the 
region home to some of South Australia’s most spectacular and 
iconic natural wonders, and is a producer of world-class wine, 
fresh produce and seafood. 

The Limestone Coast Regional Plan (the Plan) maps the government’s long-term planning 
vision for the region to 2051 and beyond. It provides governments, businesses, industry 

Source: John Montesi
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Key themes

People, housing and liveability
•

2051.
•

Gambier, the region’s Regional City,

• Addressing the ageing population,

people aged 65+.
•

household types (e.g. lone person

•

boundaries to provide diverse,
affordable housing options.

•

Natural resources, environment 
and landscapes
•

only World Heritage Site).
• Safeguarding 400+ kilometers of

environments that support industries

• Identifying ‘no-go’ development areas

development.
•

• Ensuring industrial and hazardous land
uses are managed to prevent adverse

Productive economy
•

$4.7 billion to South Australia’s Gross

•

and forestry, to sustain the region’s

•

•

opportunities.
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Transport and infrastructure
•

industrial development.
• Ensuring the availability of

•

Climate resilience and 
natural hazards
•

•

•
adaptation strategies and aligning

Government Climate Change

Delivery and implementation
• Ongoing monitoring and adjustment

a 15-30 year period.
•

supply of development-ready land.
•

sustainability and prosperity.



State Planning Commission9

What is the Limestone Coast Regional Plan? 

land development to support sustainable 

The State Planning 
(Commission) developed the Plan using 
insights gathered 

the previous engagement 
phase, ensuring 

by ensuring land supply, managing 

by various regional, state and federal 

Strategy, the Transport Strategy and the 

It is crucial that the region’s community, industry 
and stakeholders provide feedback on the draft Plan 

during the engagement period. This feedback will 
ensure that the final Plan can be best tailored to meet 

the needs and complexities of the region. 

The Plan will be finalised in late 2025.
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The Limestone Coast region is home to 
68,542 people, with a projected increase of 
18,046 people by 2051. 

We need to plan for the 
additional housing, jobs 
and vital infrastructure to 
accommodate this growth and 
change, to ensure the long-
term wellbeing and resilience of 
the region’s communities and 
environment. 

The Plan addresses the future needs of the 

and affordable housing options near health 

the region’s population.

lobster and premium brands of beef, 

 
value-adding and agribusiness 

 

employment land, to future-proof the 

pastoral lands. It is home to South 
Australia’s only UNESCO World Heritage 
site, forming part of the Australian Fossil 

 
A large portion of the region’s 400 

and sensitive marine environments of the 

 

industrial and hazardous land-uses, to 

A snapshot of 
the Plan 
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Key economic features and drivers 

1 
2 

3 6. RSIG_Regional Analysis_SA_1122_0.pdf

68,542
population 

2021

86,588 
2051 population 

projection
(Approx. 57% in Mount Gambier)

8,610
additional 

dwellings required 
by 2051

Wine industry
Export value of over $50 million 

(2022)1

Tourism
$520 million visitor expenditure 

(2023)2

Agriculture
Contributes over 30% of 

the state’s agriculture GSP 
(FY2020/2021)

Forestry
The region is part of the Green Triangle which 
expands into south west Victoria, the largest 

plantation forestry area in Australia. The industry 
produces $1.64 billion direct annual turnover

Fishing
Known for the southern rock 

lobster, the region’s fishing 
industry contributes over 30% to 

South Australia’s seafood GSP

Transport
The region’s road and rail network 

provide connections to the 
high-value markets of Adelaide, 

Geelong and Melbourne3

Gross State Product 
$4.  billion (2023)

State Planning Commission
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Key initiatives 
and projects 

1. Limestone Coast Transport Study
(Department for Infrastructure and
Transport)

key issues and opportunities to improve all forms of

and its ability to support liveability, and population and

2. BORG Manufacturing Mill Expansion

3. Mount Gambier Technical College
(Department for Education)

•

•
•
•

4

4. Pacific Green Limestone Coast
Energy Park

transition to net-zero emissions, preventing an average
5

5. Australian Rare Earths Koppamurra
Project

6

6. Albioma Wood Pellet Facility

4 
5 Limestone Coast Energy Parks
6 
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Get involved:  
have your say

Engagement on the Plan is open for 
12 weeks until 5pm on Tuesday 17 
June 2025.

Have your say
• Visit  

• Fill out our Easy Read survey

• Complete the online submission form

• Email plansasubmissions@sa.gov.au 

• Post your submission to: 

 Department for Housing and Urban Development

 ADELAIDE SA 5001

Need help?
Join one of our online briefing sessions 
to hear directly from our planners. 
Register at plansaevents.eventbrite.com

Visit:  
regional.plan.sa.gov.au

Email: 
PlanSA@sa.gov.au

Call: 
PlanSA Service Desk  
on 1800 752 664 

Stay updated 
Sign up for the Planning Ahead Newsletter
Follow us on Facebook, X (Twitter) and 
LinkedIn for regular updates
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Next steps

Once engagement has concluded, feedback will be collated, 
summarised and the Plan will be updated. 

The updated Plan will be provided to the Commission for 
endorsement with the final version expected to be released  
in late 2025. 

The Plan will be fully digital and accessible via the Regional 
Planning Portal. 

Source: Offroad Images
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