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What is a regional plan
A regional plan is a strategy land use planning tool, which will drive and support the 
future growth, development, and aspirations of a region. A regional plan includes useful 
tools and maps to help users understand the strategic direction of each region.

About this guide
This guide explains how to use the tools, maps, and features on the Regional Planning 
Portal. All best endeavours are made to provide accurate and up-to-date information in 
this guide, however if further clarification is required, please contact the PlanSA Help 
Desk on 1800 752 664 or PlanSA@sa.gov.au. 

Navigating the regional plan
Each regional plan has been broken down into four distinct segments.

Portal navigation
The portal navigation bar (circled in pink below) provides access to the Home page, 
About page and Search tool. 

Regional plan navigation 
The regional plan navigation bar (circled in orange below) provides easy access to 
various sections of the regional plan and the Download tool. 

Map viewer
The map viewer (circled in blue below) is a spatial mapping tool. You can interact with 
the map by applying various layers, cadastres, and customising the base map.

Content window 
The content window (circled in green below) contains all the relevant policy, interactive 
graphs, actions, and tables for the region. The content within the regional plan can also 
be used to apply various layers to the map
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Portal navigation
The portal navigation bar on the far-left side of the screen contains three navigation 
buttons that link to other sections of the Regional Planning Portal.

The Search icon allows you to search an individual address and/or title 
reference, providing a detailed report of the applicable regional planning 
actions and significant mapping layers. 

The Home icon navigates you to the Regional Planning Portal landing 
page. This page includes the introduction to the Regional Planning 
Program, Acknowledgement of Country and a foreword from the State 
Planning Commission.

The Help icon goes to the How to Guides and the Technical Practitioner’s 
Guide of Interpretation. Here you will find the technical background 
papers supporting the population, growth, and development projections 
for all regional plans.

The Get Involved icon goes to the PlanSA online submission form and 
also lists additional contacts for submitting enquiries in regards to the 
Regional Planning Program. 
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Regional plan navigation
The navigation bar located across the top of the Regional Planning Portal is used to 
navigate between the different sections of each regional plan and is where you can 
Download a plan to PDF (circled in red above). The navigation bar also highlights with 
bold text which section users are viewing, updating accordingly as you view different 
sections of the regional plan. The navigation bar example above shows the Vision
section of the Greater Adelaide Regional Plan is being viewed. 

Downloading a PDF in the regional plan 
To download a PDF version of a regional plan, click the Download button
(circled in red above) in the top right corner. 

You can choose to download the Greater Adelaide Regional Plan (Print Version PDF) 
or a Greater Adelaide Regional Plan Summary Document (PDF) (circled in red and 
green below). To exit the PDF selection window, click Cancel (circled in blue below). 

Navigating to different sections of the regional plan
As well as scrolling through the plan, you can navigate to various sections by clicking any 
of the headings within the navigation bar.

Map viewer
The map viewer is directly linked to the content window and will display the relevant 
spatial layers, actions and features specifically relevant to the content. Within the map 
viewer, you can customise the mapping layers and relevant zones, view actions, feature 
information and/or change the base map to include satellite imagery.
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How to customise mapping layers
To access the mapping layer drawer, click the mapping layer icon (circled in red below) 
in the top right corner of the map viewer. 
 

By choosing the mapping layer drawer, you can select and/or deselect mapping layers 
(circled in orange below) of interest which relate directly to the content window. Users 
can search for a specific layer using the Search tool (circled in pink below). To deselect 
all selected layers click Reset Layers (circled in green below). To minimise the mapping 
layer drawer, click X (circled in blue below). Each mapping layer includes a small 
description and its relevance to the regional planning theme.

The order of layers in the mapping layer drawer reflects the order of the State Planning 
Policy themes in the regional plan. To view all mapping layers of the regional plan, 
navigate to the Search icon on the left-hand side of the screen (circled in purple above).
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How to change the base map

The base map view can be altered by clicking the globe icon 
(circled in red left) in the bottom left corner of the map viewer. You 
can choose from the terrain, satellite, or street map by clicking on 
the relevant icon to change the base map. 

Additional information can be added to the base map such as 
cadastres, zones,and subzones by clicking the pentagon icon 
(circled in red left) and selecting the relevant mapping feature. 
Once selected, the map will change colour. To turn a mapping 
feature off, click the relevant icon again.

Full screen map viewer
To expand the map viewer to a full screen view, click the opposing 
arrow icon (circled in blue left). To revert the screen to the multi-
pane view, either click the opposing arrow icon again or press Esc 
on the keyboard.

Tool tips

The + and - symbols will increase and decrease the zoom of the map.
The home button will return users to the original zoom display of the region.
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Feature Information

Each map within the Regional Planning Portal contains icons, mapping layers and 
features. These mapping features can be turned on by clicking the unique mapping 
feature/icon. 

When a mapping feature is turned on, the Feature Information window will appear. The 
example below illustrates that the mapping feature that was selected is an existing Open 
Space Network Region. To close the feature information window, click the X (circled in 
red below) in the top right corner of the window.
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Sub-regions

Each map can be divided into its sub-regions using the sub-regions tool. To open the 
map, click the Sub-regions icon (circled in red below). 

Clicking on a sub-region will direct the map to the selected sub-region. To close the 
window, click the Reduce arrow to the right (circled in red below). 
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Content window
The content window (circled in pink below) is a multi-use information pane. The window 
includes the strategic content of the regional plan, interactive graphs and charts, drop 
down boxes, accordions that can be expanded and condensed, any relevant actions, and 
interactive mapping buttons that can direct the map viewer.

How to use the drop down boxes
The content window features drop down boxes (circled in blue above) throughout the 
regional plan, providing the option to read more about selected topics. 

To expand, click on the drop down box. 

How to use the accordions
The content window features accordions throughout the regional plan, providing users 
the option to interact and explore further details of a regional plan. 

To expand, click on the accordion (circled in pink below).
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Each accordion is unique and contains detailed 
contextual information relating to either the vision, 
context, or themes of each regional plan. 

Expanded accordions can include objectives, drop 
down boxes, actions, mapping layers, graphs, 
and links to supporting documents and interactive 
mapping buttons. 

Show map (circled in pink left). Selecting this will 
apply the relevant mapping layers of the sub-theme 
to the map viewer. 

Links (circled in blue left). Clicking on the hyperlink 
will open a new browser window to the supporting 
document.

Actions (circled in orange left). Individual short-
term actions to be implemented based on the 
vision, context and/or themes of the relating regional 
plan. Actions can spatially identify areas for further 
investigation, code amendments or areas that 
required infrastructure.

Tool tips
Clicking on the action accordion will display 
an image of the spatial location, information, 
responsible party, relevant state planning policy, 
timeline, region, status, and policy alignment of 
each action. 

Clicking on the → symbol will pan and zoom the map
viewer to the spatial location of the action.
 
The selected accordion can be condensed by 
clicking on the action title again.
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Expanding accordions
Selected accordions can be expanded to view their 
contents in a larger format. To expand an accordion, 
click on the expand arrow button when hovering 
over an image (circled in pink left) or click on the 
arrow to the right of the accordion (circled in blue 
left).

Once expanded, click the return arrow button 
(circled in green below) to the right of the accordion 
to return the accordion to its original size.
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How to use the hover feature

Many content windows include charts and graphs to provide further information and 
assist with the various projections within the regional plan. A hover feature has been 
incorporated into various graphs to help determine exact values at specific points.
 
To view this feature, hover the cursor over a graph plot. An information box similar to the 
one below will appear with the exact value of the cursors location.


