Financial Management – Net Disbursements
Fees and charges to be paid for a development application may be for either DPTI, a Relevant
Authority or a Referral Agency. All scheduled fees and charges are assigned a single recipient
per fee type charged, with the majority of fees payable to the Relevant Authority.
DPTI will disburse fees collected to the correct recipient as part of a Net Disbursement process.
The Net Disbursement Calculator in the Development Application Processing (DAP) System is an
automated process that will run on a daily basis at 12am. The calculator will determine to whom a
fee is to be paid based on pre-determined rules and information stored within the DAP. The
calculation of fees owed to each recipient, corrected for adjustments (negative disbursements), is
made regardless of where or how the fees were paid.
On completion of the calculation process, information is processed through the DPTI Financial
System for payments by EFT into the nominated bank account of each organisation including
Relevant Authorities and Referral Agencies.

Calculation

Payment Cycles
•

While the process for the daily disbursement will be run each day, the Accounts Payable
process to complete the outgoing payments to stakeholders will only occur on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Therefore, stakeholders can expect an EFT payment into their
account up to three times per week.

Negative Disbursements
•

Where Development Application (DPTI fees) fees and/or Referral Agency fees are paid
directly over the counter at the council, those fees are receipted into the council’s own
system and ‘recovered’ by DPTI by way of a negative disbursement process. That is, the EFT
payment mentioned in the Net Disbursements process above will be reduced by the amount
of Development Application fees and/or Referral Agency fees already receipted by the
council. This process removes the need to regularly create and send invoices between
organisations.

Nett Negative Disbursements
•

There may be occasions where the monies owed by a council to DPTI (negative
disbursement) is greater than the monies owed by DPTI to a council (positive disbursement)
for a period. In this case no payment will be made and the balance for that entity will be
carried over to the DPTI Balance Sheet for the following period. If the reverse occurs in
subsequent periods and returns the balance to a positive state, payments will resume. If the
net balance remains negative, payment will again be held over until the following period, and
so on.

•

Should a disbursement balance remain negative for an extended period (3 months or prior
depending on the value) without organically returning to positive, DPTI will create and send
an invoice to the council for the balance outstanding, returning the balance to zero.

Information provided – when and where
•

Each disbursement payment made by the Accounts Payable system will be accompanied by
a Remittance Advice (see below). The remittance advice displays the transactions included
in that payment at a summary level for each of the days in mention.

•

Additional information will also be made available to council finance staff that will detail each
of the disbursement payments that are made.

•

For tax purposes a Recipient Created Tax Invoice (RCTI) will also be provided and made
available to each of the stakeholders that receive disbursement payments via the Portal.
Refer to the GST Factsheet for more details.

•

In addition, the Portal will also include the details of the RCTI in a file format (.csv), produced
on a daily basis, enabling finance officers in councils to access the details of transactions for
inclusion in their financial system.

DPTI remittance advice

